


and investigating, as far as possible, the origin and order in creation, it will find nothing to inter-
fere with the doctrine of the church just around the corner, erected largely by the aid of family
relatives, in its efforts for improving morals and explaining to the best of its ability life hereafter.”
This not so subtle plea reflected the tussle between Darwin’s ideas and the doctrines of the
Christian church that, unfortunately, has not disappeared after 100 years of enormous insight
into the nature of life and the process of evolution. Recent pronouncements by misguided edu-
cators in Kansas, who eliminated the teaching of evolution from school curriculum because cre-
ation was not taught, make it clear that it is still a challenge for some to separate religious beliefs
from scientific reason and progress. What is not appreciated by many is that creation, if it should
be taught at all, should be taught within the context of religious education, not in the schools
as an alternative to evolution. But the very fact that this debate still exits suggests that science
will always be a target for attack both because it often challenges accepted opinion and dogma
and because it is sometimes difficult for the public to grasp complex new ideas. Thus, it is easy
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