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ing its nose into a centrally located odor port. Next, the animal chooses odor A or odor B as
being the same as the test odor by poking its nose into a choice port located to its right (odor
A) or left (odor B). If the animal chooses correctly, it receives a reward (a drop of water). As
expected, many of the OFC neurons actively signaled “I’m getting a reward” when the ani-
mal moved right or left, i.e., toward odor A or odor B. Surprisingly, however, several of the
neurons signaled “I’m getting the reward to my right,” whereas several others signaled “I’m
getting the reward to my left.”

One of Zach’s next steps will be to examine what happens in the brain while the animals
are first learning to recognize new odors. Through this work, the researchers hope to gain a
greater understanding of learning and memory as well as the neural basis of perception,
motivation, decision-making, and other aspects of behavior.

Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory Board of Trustees 

The Board of Trustees was pleased this year to welcome four new members: John C.
Phelan, Managing Partner and cofounder of MSD Capital, L.P.; Jamie C. Nicholls, recently a
General Partner and currently a Limited Partner at Forstman Little & Co.; Donald Everett
Axinn, writer, respected investor and builder in the New York area, and committed public ser-
vant; and Landon Clay, Managing Member of East Hill Management Company. 

Concluding their terms as Trustees this year were Arthur M. Spiro and Susan Lee
Lindquist. Mr. Spiro was first elected to the Board in November 1999 and was then reelect-
ed to a second term in 2002. He was active on several committees, including Audit,
Executive, and Woodbury Genome Research Center, and he served for 6 years as the
Chairman of the Dolan DNA Learning Center Committee. Dr. Lindquist was elected to the
Board in 2002 and brought her expertise to bear on the Tenure and Appointments
Committee throughout her term.

We said a sad goodbye to Wendy Vander Poel Russell, Honorary Trustee, who passed
away in March, 2006. Mrs. Russell was an active member of the Board of Trustees since
1984, serving as Secretary from 1985 to 1987 and from 1992 to 1997. A legendary fund-
raiser, her pet project at the Laboratory was the Dolan DNA Learning Center, and she was
instrumental in the establishment of its Corporate Advisory Board.

The Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory Association (CSHLA) raised a total of $1,155,000 this
year under the leadership of Association president Joe Donohue. We say thanks to Mr.
Donahue who served his second term as president in 2006, doing double duty while also
serving as a Trustee of the Board. New Directors in 2006 included Joe Amelia, Suzanne
DiMaio, Nancy Edsparr, Larry Gellman, M.D., and Scott J. Ratner, M.D. 

Hillside Campus Dedication

The Hillside Campus Cornerstone Dedication Ceremony on October 15 marked the transi-
tion from constructing the infrastructure for new facilities to construction of the facilities them-
selves. Much of the work done this year has been groundwork for the construction of six
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Special Events

Symposium

The 71st Symposium—“Regulatory RNAs”—once again included the annual Dorcas
Cummings Lecture. Ron Pasterk’s outstanding lecture on “The Emerging World of Small
RNAs” was presented to a mixed audience of scientists and lay friends and neighbors of the
Laboratory. Following the lecture, more than 20 of our neighbors graciously opened their
homes and hosted dinner parties for Symposium participants and Laboratory friends alike. 

Gavin Borden Visiting Fellows

The 12th Annual Gavin Borden Visiting Fellow Lecture—in memory of the publisher of
Molecular Biology of the Cell—was held on Tuesday, May 9. Dr. Michael Levine, Professor of
Molecular and Cell Biology at the University of California, Berkeley, presented the lecture enti-
tled “Gene Networks for Fly Gastrulation and Heart Formation in Sea Squirts.” 

Delbrück 100th Birthday Celebration

On August 26 and 27, the Laboratory commemorated the centennial of the birth of Max
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Public Lectures

The CSHL Cultural Series is a tradition in which an eclectic mix of artists, writers, and scien-
tists present lectures, concerts, and exhibits that provide compelling glimpses of how we
experience, discover, live in, and make sense of our world. Open to the public, the aim of the
Cultural Series is to stimulate, inspire, and entertain.

March 14
Simon Baron-Cohen, Professor of Developmental Psycho-
pathology at University of Cambridge and Director of the Austism
Research Centre in Cambridge: Seeking the Cause of Autism.

April 25
Scott Lowe, HHMI Investigator/Professor, Cold Spring Harbor
Laboratory: Recent Progress in Cancer Research.

May 16
Irene Pepperberg, Adjunct Associate Professor, Brandeis
University; Research Associate, Harvard University; Leader, The
Alex Foundation: 
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March 25
Rui Shi and Chris Gaudi, piano and oboe

April 29
Martin Kasik, piano

May 6
Asmira Woodward-Page, violin

May 20
Gleb Ivanov, piano

August 26
Julie Albers, cello

September 2
Orion Weiss, piano

September 16
Efe Baltacigil, cello

September 30
Wonny Song, piano O. Weiss

W. Song
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October 14
Thomas Meglioranza, baritone

November 18
Daniel Phillips, violin

December 2
Jupiter String Quartet

Exhibits

The 2005 Photographer-in-Residence Ryan Brenizer exhibited his works in Bush Auditorium
throughout the month of July. The photographs of many CSHL researchers were captured
during his residency the previous summer. 








